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 Weather  Markets  InsIde

 High  Low Prec. Snow
Jan. 9 37 27 .11”
Jan. 10 39 29 .02”
Jan. 11 46 36 tr. 
Jan. 12 50 34 
Jan. 13 43 34 
Jan. 14 49 33 
Jan. 15 49 30  

.32” precipitation year-to-date
.32” precipitation for January

& 3.3 inches of snow this season.
(Readings are for previous 24 hours)

Commodity  Price
Soft White Wheat, bushel ................................$6.19
Club Premium, bushel......................................$0.70
Hard Red Wheat, bushel ..................................$6.99
DNS, bushel ......................................................$7.95
Barley, ton .....................................................$150.00
Steers 500-600 lbs ..........................$150 to $163.00
Steers 600-700 lbs ..........................$137 to $145.00
Gold ...........................................................$1,239.20

* Wheat Prices provided by Ritzville Warehouse Company
(Wednesday quotation f.o.b. Ritzville)

**Beef prices from Lewiston Livestock Market (12/18/13 per 100#)
*** Gold price according to New York Mercantile Exchange
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Children’s Movie 
Friday at library

Local youth are welcome 
to attend the matinee 
children’s movie at the 
Ritzville Public Library on 
Friday, Jan. 17. The movie 
“Despicable Me 2” will begin 
at 3:30 p.m. in the library 
basement. The event is open 
for children of all ages. 

For more information, 
contact the library at 659-
1222. 

ritzville

Deadline to buy 
yearbook nears 

The deadline to purchase 
a Lind-Ritzville High school 
yearbook for 2014 is Jan. 
31. Delivery of the book is 
expected on June 1.

Parents and students 
should contact the school 
office. The cost of the book 
is $55 and due at the time of 
ordering.
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Estes scholarship 
now available

The Ronald Dean Estes 
Scholarship has now become 
available for Lind-Ritzville 
High School students. 

The scholarship is 
awarded annually through the 
Community Foundation of 
North Central Washington, 
and will be given to three 
seniors in the amount of 
$1,000. 

The deadline for 
applications is Feb. 15. 

The scholarship was 
created in honor and memory 
of Ronald Dean Estes, 
husband of Andrea Estes, 
owner of Andy’s Produce. 

Ronald participated 
in high school football in 
Wenatchee and eventually 
served as an attorney in the 
same town. He was an avid 
outdoorsman, and enjoyed 
hunting and fishing. 

The graduating Lind-
Ritzville senior must have a 
minimum grade point average 
of 2.5 and demonstrate 
financial need. The student 
must have a history of 
working or participating in 
school sports, events, church 
activities, or other local 
events. 

The student should 
demonstrate strong leadership 
skills and must have 
maintained an attendance 
record of 90 percent during 
the school calendar year. 

This applicant must 
also have been accepted into 
a college, trade school or 
university. 

First generation college 
students are given priority. 

More information 
and applications for the 
scholarship can be found at 
http://cfncw.org/scholarships.

Brief
Updates

By Katelin Davidson
News Editor

Members of the Ritzville 
Downtown Development 
Association (RDDA) and 
countless volunteers have been 
hard at work over the past 
months working on restoring 
and upgrading the historic 
Ritz Theatre. The progress is 
outstanding, but the group is still 
working towards completion 
of the project and accepting 

ritz theatre work progressing

donations to make the final 
purchases in order to reopen the 
doors to visitors this spring. 

The RDDA is currently 
aiming to have a soft opening, 
live concert venue on March 21 
in the renovated building. The 
tentative date would serve as a 
fundraiser for the theater and 
would showcase the Horse Crazy 
Cowgirl Band, who performed at 
the Ritzville Art Gallery last year. 

With countless amounts of 
projects having to be completed 

to renovate the building and 
restore it to its 1937 luster, the 
group of volunteers has made 
substantial steps to reaching that 
goal. One major purchase still 
standing in the way of opening 
the single screen theater is the 
purchase of the new digital 
projection equipment for movies.

The RDDA is currently 
encouraging individuals to 
sponsor a seat at the theater, 
and asking donors to make a 
minimum contribution of a $100 

to have their name, or the name 
of a loved one, recorded as a seat 
sponsor on a movie display poster 
at the theatre. The movie display 
poster listing the sponsors will 
be displayed prominently at the 
entrance of the building. To date, 
the RDDA has $8,000 donated to 
the seat sponsorships. 

In early November, all of 
the seats were removed from 
the building and placed in the 
old Ritzville Motor Company 
building across the street. 
Volunteers tackled projects on 
both sides of the street, with 
electrical projects and painting 
being completed in the theater, 
and cleaning and reupholstering 
of the seats on the other side of 
the road.

The reupholstering of the 
original seats has now been 
completed, Bruce Benzel 
reported, and around 250 seats 
will be reinstalled into the theater. 
Because of the addition of a 
stage in the front of the building 
and with the expansion of space 
between the rows of seats, not all 
of the chairs are being put back 
into the building. 

Benzel said the existing 
bolts from the chairs have been 
ground off, but a lot of drilling 
will have to be done to install the 
chairs. Benzel estimates patrons 
can expect to have an additional 
six inches of leg room when the 
seats are reinstalled, a big plus for 
theatergoers. 

While the bolts were 
being removed from the floor, 
volunteers have been busy 
painting the interior of the 
building to restore the vibrant 
colors previously in the theater. 
The additional projects inside the 
building still yet to be completed 
include finishing painting, drilling 
holes for the seats and plastering 
portions of the ceiling.

Around 90 percent of the 
electrical upgrades have been 
completed, with the remaining 
work being based around the 
installation of the new sound 
system. The RDDA is planning to 
purchase the sound system within 
the next month and already has 
received volunteers willing to 
help with the installation.

Due to the electrical 
upgrades in the building, the 
RDDA has been able to get full 
insurance on the building. The 
RDDA also received a $2,000 
grant to replace the neon on the 
marquee and the project is almost 
completed. 

While the amount of 
community support and 
volunteers have been impressive 
so far, Benzel explained a lot 
more volunteer assistance will 
be needed in the upcoming 
months, especially during the seat 
installation. 

Any individual interested 
in volunteering with the seat 
installation or other service 
projects with the theater are asked 
to contact Benzel at 659-1350 or 
660-0935. 

For more information on the 
project, contact RDDA President 
John Rankin at 650-7219. 
Donations can be mailed to 107 
East Main Avenue in Ritzville. 

Soft opening, benefit set for March 21

Superior Court’s New Judge

The Ritzville Area Chamber of Commerce’s 
panel of judges selected the 2013 Christmas 
Lighting contest winners for the Best Decorated 
Home and Best Decorated Business for the best 
display of lights in the community. 

The 2013 winner for Best Decorated Home 
was Lucky and Bev Robertson at 307 East Seventh 
Avenue.

The McGregor Company dba Ritzville 

Chemicals on Highway 261 earned Best Decorated 
Business in recognition of the light tree the 
business has put up for numerous years.

Each winner received $20 in Chamber bucks, 
which are similar to gift certificates that can be 
spent like cash at any chamber member business. 

For more information about the program, 
contact the chamber office at 659-1936 or at 
chamber@ritzville.com. 

Chamber names lighting contest winners

New voters can still register
If you have never registered to vote or recently moved 

into the state, you can still register in person at the Adams 
County Auditor’s Office by Feb. 3.

The next special election is set for Feb. 11 and in-
cludes a Lind School District maintenance and operation 
levy and a bond measure.

Ballots will be mailed on Jan. 24, and ballot drop box-
es in the area will be opened the same day.

FAMILY MOMENT. Adams County’s new superior court judge, Steve Dixon poses with 
his daughter, Jordan Dixon and son, Cedar Dixon, at the conclusion of his swearing in 
ceremony.

NEW 
JUDGE 
SWORN IN
 
Steve Dixon was sworn in 
on Friday, Jan. 3, as the 
new Adams County Supe-
rior Court Judge. He was 
sworn in by Court Com-
missioner Richard Miller, 
who retired as superior 
court judge in 2012. Dixon 
had recently served as the 
Kitsap County Superior 
Court Judge prior to his 
appointment. Dixon was 
appointed to the position 
by Governor Jay Inslee 
to fill the vacancy created 
when Judge Brian Miller 
died following an extended 
battle with cancer.

Journal photos 
by Stephen 
McFadden


